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Call for proposals: The Sculpture Park @ Waitakaruru Arboretum

Call and Response
Exhibition dates: 17th March – 10th June 2012
Curator: Kim Paton
Proposals are invited from young and emerging artists for the upcoming exhibition Call and Response at the Sculpture Park @ Waitakaruru Arboretum. 

Over the past several years the Sculpture Park @ Waitakaruru Arboretum has developed an exhibition programme attracting leading New Zealand contemporary curators and artists to the park. The autumn show for 2012 creates an opportunity for a new generation of artists to exhibit at the park as part of Call and Response curated by Kim Paton.

The Waitakaruru Arboretum is an extraordinary site with a rich history spanning 20 years of rehabilitation of a once derelict quarry. It offers a diverse and challenging environment for artists interested in exploring a range of sculptural, environmental, land based and conceptual works. For Call and Response, artists are invited to propose works that communicate with the site and engage with the full force of the environment and landscape. 

Call and Response will present works from emerging artists that wrestle with the inherent challenges of the site, including the scale and natural beauty of the landscape. Successful proposals will demonstrate engagement with one or more of the following: 

· Physical environment: geography, landscape, plant life, weather, etc.
· Environmental issues: material use, quarry rehabilitation, status of the park as a carbon sink, etc.
· Conceptual environment:  Historical legacy of the site, wider Waikato context, land ownership, etc.
Work can take on various forms including sculpture, installation, ephemeral, performance and conceptual works. 
About the Sculpture Park @ Waitakaruru Arboretum

The 17.5 ha (42 acre) hillside site provides panoramic views over the fertile Waikato valley. The site contains intimate tree-enclosed spaces and interesting landforms including towering cliffs, rocks, a stream, many ponds, and small waterfalls. More than 18,000 trees and shrubs have been planted, representative of flora from many parts of the world. Sculptural works and installations are located along a 2 kilometer long trail. 
Please visit the website www.sculpturepark.co.nz for more information about the site or contact Michelle at artsadmin@sculpturepark.co.nz
Call for proposals 

Emerging artists are invited to submit a proposal for Call and Response. Works of any medium and scale will be considered. Artists need to take into account that work must be sufficiently robust to remain installed in location outside for the entire duration of the exhibition (17 March - 10 June 2012) however performance based or ephemeral works with shorter life spans will also be considered.

Ebbett Prestige Environmental Award 

Artists also have the opportunity of submitting their proposal as part of the Ebbett Prestige Award. Corporate sponsor, Ebbett Prestige is offering seed funding of $500 (each) to six artists to assist in the creation of a work for Call and Response. For this award Ebbett Prestige and the Waikato Sculpture Trust are looking for projects that inspire environmental awareness and it is expected proposals for this award will demonstrate a significant connection with either the site and/or environmental issues. The Trust places no restriction on the range or type of work proposed but will have an expectation that works will respect the integrity of the existing landscape. 
Proposal guidelines

DEADLINE:  5PM FRIDAY, JANUARY 27th 2012
Artists seeking an exhibition opportunity are strongly encouraged to visit the park before submitting their application.  However if visiting the park is prohibitive, a site pack providing comprehensive information for artists, compiled by the curator is available. To be eligible artists can be of any age but must be in the early stages of their career.

Applications should include:

1. Artist name, date of birth and contact details

2. A brief explanation of the proposed work including concept, material use and scale. Please also include any special requirements you may need (from the staff at Waitakaruru and the site). You may submit more than one proposal with your application. (Please provide these as Word documents only)
3. Drawings / images / plans of the proposed work and/or relevant previous work (Please compress all digital images and send as jpegs).

4. A current brief CV including any relevant information about your education and exhibition history.

5. If you would like to apply for the Ebbett Prestige Environmental Award you do not need to submit separate applications however please include a brief paragraph explaining how your work meets the criteria for inspiring environmental awareness.

Please feel free to contact the curator for further information and to discuss proposals before submission: Kim.Paton@wintec.ac.nz Visit the website www.sculpturepark.co.nz for more information about the Park and past exhibitions. Remember the application deadline is 5pm Friday 27th January 2012.
About the Curator:

Kim Paton is an artist and works as a Lecturer in Visual Arts at Wintec School of Media Arts in Hamilton and is currently the Curatorial Advisor for Wintec’s Ramp Gallery. Recent exhibitions include The Free Store Project for the 29th Biennial of Graphic Arts in Ljubljana, Slovenia, Collected Fictions at the Waikato Museum and the Free Store Project as part of Letting Space series, Wellington. She is the founder of Free Store project in New Zealand and in early 2011 undertook a major collaboration with the Auckland Council and various West Auckland communities trialing the Free Store with the aims of establishing a long-term project. Her 2010 lecture with Economist Claire Dale After Supermarkets has just been published as part of the new publication Dialogues with Tomorrow. She has a Fine Arts Degree (Sculpture) from Massey University in Wellington and is currently completing a Masters Degree in Business at Waikato University.

Proposals are to be emailed to artsadmin@sculpturepark.co.nz or sent to:

The Waikato Sculpture Trust

The Sculpture Park @ Waitakaruru Arboretum

207 Scotsman Valley Rd

RD 7

Hamilton 3287
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MAKING SCULPTURE MATTER

THE SCULPTURE PARK
Waitakaruru Arboretum
207 Scotsman Valley Rd
Tauwhare, Waikato

CONTACT:

(07) 824 0733
info@sculpturepark.co.nz
www.sculpturepark.co.nz





