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POSITION DESCRIPTION

Job Title:

Volunteer Guide 
Location:                    The Sculpture Park @ Waitakaruru Arboretum 

Accountable To:
Waikato Sculpture Trust Board (WST)

Directly Reports To:
Arts Administrator
Hours of Work:
One shift of four hours each, per month (on a rostered basis)
Waikato Sculpture Trust
The Waikato Sculpture Trust (“The Trust”) enables established and emerging artists to exhibit their work in the grounds of the Sculpture Park @ Waitakaruru Arboretum.  The Trust works with a variety of organisations and institutions to encourage and support artists, and to provide the general public with the opportunity to enjoy and purchase art that might otherwise be inaccessible. The Trust also aims to work with and recognise the expectations of the tangata whenua as appropriate. The Trust endeavours to fund future exhibitions from sales and sponsorship to ensure artists are provided with the best opportunities to exhibit their work.
Among the intentions of the Trust is the promotion of art education to establish future audiences and practitioners.
Context

Most of the sculptures and installations in the Park belong to the exhibition artists. Some sculptures are vulnerable to damage if mistreated. With contemporary exhibitions the meaning behind the work may not be immediately evident. The Trust wishes to encourage thought, consideration and appreciation of the artists’ work and make the artists’ statements more accessible. 

Position Purpose
The volunteer guides will receive training in order to provide visitors with assistance and information on the exhibitions and the Park.  The volunteer guides will facilitate opportunities for visitors to learn more about the sculptures and installations, as well as provide some protection of vulnerable work.

Functional Relationships

Internal:

Arts Administrator

Trust Board Members

Volunteers

External:

Owners and Staff of the Sculpture Park

General public

Visitors

Responsibilities

	
	Tasks
	Expected Results

	1
	Receive orientation and training in the Arboretum and Sculpture Park and exhibitions
	· Health & Safety training provided

· Training programme completed

· Volunteer Guides proficient and knowledgeable about the Park and exhibitions

	2.
	Act as Volunteer Guide within the Arboretum/Park/exhibitions
	· Provide visitors with assistance e and information as required

· Strive to promote arts education through connections and opportunities with visitors in order to assist them to understand the thoughts, considerations and appreciation of the artists’ work



	3
	Evaluation of training programme and experiences gained
	· Evaluation forms completed at the close of the training programmed and after a period of volunteer practice (to be decided)


Person Specifications
· Excellent standard of spoken English
· Excellent physical health, capable of walking around whole Park 
· Friendly and able to relate well to a wide range of people from various backgrounds and cultures
· Capacity to be flexible, show initiative and use good judgement 
Benefits 
· An opportunity to receive training and mentoring in the Park/arts/sculpture fields

· Development and sharing of skills and experience

· Meet new people and develop communication skills

· Challenge of working in a team framework with a dedicated group of volunteers
· Refreshments provided whilst on shift

· Memory stick of information and resources provided

· Volunteer T-Shirts/Badges provided
	3
	



